T would be Impossible to express
In brief form all that the feast
;of the Nativity of Jesus means
to the Catholic Chureh To her It
Iz the celebratlon of the birth of
the Redesemer of the whole hu-
man race and of her own divine
founder It 1s full of the moat
beaﬁllrul and pregnant lessons, and she fries to
impress them on her children. Because of {ts
richness she really begins her celébration of its
aolemnity four weeks before [ta arrival, sines
the whole of advent is nothing but a preparation
for the feast of Christmas To look at only a
Uttle part of her teaching, we can find In the
lturgy itself of Christmas Day a treasure house
of Christian doctrine

On that day the prlests of the Church are
permitted to celebrate three masses Instead of
the one which they may celebrate on every othenr
day of the year In these three masses a whole
course of Christian theology ia contained. In the
first 18 commemorated the temporal birth of our

Blessed Lord, the gospel of the mass being taken
from St. Luke wherg he narrates the coming of
Christ into the world at Bethlehem, stirring the
hearts of men by the vivid picturing of the
sweet, humble nativity of the Xing of Heaven.

In the second, the gospel Is agaln taken from
8t. Luke and tells of the spiritual birth of Chriat
in the hearts of men represented in the shep-
herds to whom the coming of Christ was an-
nounced by the angels and who recelved the
message i'n_talth “and humility 2nd hastened to
adore the new-born Redeéemer

In the third ls-cel=brated the eternal birth of
this Son‘of Crad, the second person of the ever-
blessed Trinlty! the [neffable Word of God, the
gospel belng taken from that sublime beginning
of the Gospel of St. John: "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God"—that stupendous exordium
which has causéd the Evangelist to be figured
as an eagle, gince its Intellectual flight is best
represented Ly the flight of the king of birds,
which soars higher and into a clearer and rarer

By Rev.Dr. Charles M. Sheldon, aufﬁor of “In’His Steps”

WAKE, put on your armor, disciples of the Lord,
Salvation for your helmet, the spirit for your sword.
Shod with the peace that hastens the Gospel to proclaim,

March on with Christ your leader,and conquer in His name.

N all the mighty conflict faint not nor be dismayed,
For Christ is fighting with us, all heaven with us arrayed;

Then rouse ye, Christian soldiers, the right shall win the day;

Our Captain bids us follow, and watch and fight and pray.

ICTORIOUS God of battles, we thank Thee for the might

Which arms the feeblest holder who struggles for the right.
O! may Thy church in triumph her hymns of power sing
Till all her foes are conquered and only Christ is King.
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atmosphere than any of his fellows ever reach.

Could anything be more sublimely beautiful,
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more divinely Christian, than the doctrine thus
preached by the llturgy of the Church on thils
day?

Then, tog, through all of the liturgy of this holy
time runs the teaching that the Incarnation of
the Word of God presupposes the fall of man
from a state of supernatural grace and Intends
the redemption of men from the condlitlon of sin
and servitude to which they had sunk and their
restoration to the place In /God's Joving economy
from which they had fallen. To accomplish this
the most wonderful act of the divinity was
employed,

Man had been created “to the Image and Hke-
ness of God,"” not only so far as his natural gifts
were concerned, but especlally in that he was
placed at once In a supernatural state of excep-
tlonal grace. From thls state he had fallen by
sin. God's love longed to see him once more
truly like to Himself, for he had been brought
to sin by the false promise that hes should be
still more like to God If he would but eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil How

Apostol:c Delegate to
the United States.

then was man to be once more made “like unto
God?" Only the Infinlte Intelligence and infinite
love of an Infinite God could heve dlvined the
way.

In a person absolutely one and divine both
natures, the human and the divine, should be
united. Then Indeed, and more truly than {n the
beginning, would man be made “to Our image
and lkeness.” To effect this., the Son of God,
the. Word of the divinity, came forward and
offered to take on himself and on to his divine
eternal personality poor weak humen nature
The resull was Christ, one only divines person-
ality uniting in himself both natures, dlvine and
human. What a wonderful and what a perfect
and efficacious redemption! Man was indeed
once more made "to Our Image and llkeness.™

For this resson we proclalm dally with the
Apostle that “there I8 glven to man no other
name under heaven whereby he may be saved™
In the name and in the person of Christ Jesus
alone is salvation for all mankind.

ﬂmxtian

QUNTLESS weeds had spread
over a beautiful meadow.
And In order to get rid of
them the tenanta of the
meadow mowsed them, but
the weeds only Increased in
consequence. And now the
kind, wise master came to

visit the tenants of the meadow. and among the

other good counsels which he gave them he told
themn they ought not to mow the weeds, since
that enly made them grow the more luxuriantly,
but-that they must pull them up by the roots.
But elther because the tenants of the meadow

did not, among the other prescriptiona of the
good master, take heed of his adyice not to mow
down the weeds, bul to pull them up, or because
they did not understand him, or because, accord-
Ing to their calculations, It seemed foollsh to
obey, the result was that his advice not to mow
the weeds but to, pull them up was not followed,
just as if he had never proffered It, and the
men went on mowing the weedu and spreading
them,

arable

And now, as time went on, It gocurred to one
man who saw the wretched condition Into which
the meadow had fallen, and who found among
the master's forgotten prescriptions the rule
not to mow the weeds, but to pull them up by
the roots—it occurred to the man, I say, to re-
mind the tenanta of the meadow that they were
acting foollshly, and that thelr folly had long
ago been pointed out by the Kind, wise master.

But what do you think! Instead of putting
credence In the correctness of ‘this man's recol-
lections, and in case they proved to be reliable
ceasing to mow the weeds, and in case he were
mistaken proving to him the incorrectness of his
recollections, or stigmatizing the good, wise mas-
ter's recommendations as Impracticable and not
obligatory upon them, the tenants of the meadow
did nothing of the eort, but they took exception
to this man's recollections and began to abuse
him. Some called him a concelted fool who
Iimaglned that he was the only ome to under-
stand the master's ragulations; others called him
a maliclous, false interpreter and slanderer; still
others, forgetting that he was not glving them

his own opinions, but was only reminding them
of the prescriptions of the wise master whom
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they all revered, called him a dangerous man
becauss he wished to pull up the weeds and
deprive them of their meadow. “He says we
ought not to mow the meadow,'' sald they, pur-
posely suppressing the fact that the man did
not say that [t was not necessary to destroy the
weeds, but sald that they should pull them up
by the roots instead of mowing them, “but If
we do not destroy the weeds, then they will
spread and wholly ruin our meadow.”

The same thing toock place In my own case
when 1 pointed out the injunction of the évan-
gelical teaching about the non-resistance of evil
by violence, This rule was lald down by Christ
and after Him in all times by all Hls true disci-
ples. But either because they did not notice this
rule, or because they did not understand It. or
becausd its fulfilment seemed to them too diffi-
cult, as times went the more completely this rule
was forgotten, the further the manner of men's
lives departed from this rule; and finally it came
to the pass to which It has now come, that this
rule has already begun to seem to people some-
thing new, strange, unheard-of, and even foolish.

As the tenanis of the meadow pnrpnuly shut
thelr eyes to the fact that the counsel was not
to glve up destroying the weeds, but to destroy
them by a different method, and sald, "We will
not listen to this man; he is a. fool; he forblds us
to mow down the weeds and tells ua to pull
them up"—so in reply to my reminder that ac-
cording to Christ's teaching in order to annthi-
late evil we must not employ violence agalnst
it, but must destroy It from the root with love,
men sald: "We will not Hsten to him; he is a
fool; he advises not to oppose evll to evil so that
evil may overwhslm us.™

And I was misunderstood as seying that
Christ taught that we must not resist evil. And
all those whoss lives were based on violence, and
to whom In consequence viplence was dear, were
glad to take such a misconstruction of nw
words, and at the same time of Christ’'s words,
and 1t was avowed that the teaching of non-
resistance of evil was incredible, stupld, godless
and dangerous. And men calmly continue under
the guise of destroying evil to make It more
widely spread.

(I;lw @m’lmt Jmmorial « £ £ 2 £ 2 Bu Jan $Harlaren

FAERE are a féew among the count-
less millions of the race who have
defled the Jaw of oblivion; whose
lent has not faded, and whose
names cannot be forgotien. Thelr

the plain of human labor; their
services remaln the permanent
= | ritage of the race.
One Hnn has Immortality of the first order, who
does not Tive in books or works, but has His eternal
home In the heart of His disciples. It was fitting that
a monument in stone should be ralsed to Columbua to
ramind his fellow-countrymen of his genjus, hls perse-
verance, his courage, hls triumph, but no one as yet
has been capable of proposing a statue to Jesus Christ.
1L were an impossible stupidity, it were an actual blas-
phemy. And why? Because He fs not distant, but
present, more real than those we see and touch, to
whom an {nnumerable multitude ho?r their soulg morn-
ing and evening every day. Without Jesus risen from

the dead and stainless In His perfection some would

hardly care to live; and for Jesus, who left this world
almost nineteen centurles ago. more men and women

nchlevements rise llke Alps above

would dle than for any other cause on earth, and they
would be the best blood of the race.

What circumstances lent their help to this Man?
What part dld He take In face of the world? What
means did He use Lo win {hls authority? Three years
or less was the measure of Jesus' public career from
the day the Baptist declared Him the Lamb of God
spoken’ of by antleni prophecy to the day when He
was offersd on the Cross as the Passover according tp
the prophets. He was born of a nation which had been
scattered and peeled—without a king. without liberty,

without & volce; a nation suspected, discredited, hated. *

The son of a pzagant mother, He was A carpenter by
trade, and a 'poor man all His days; ns soon as He be-
came known to His people He was persecuted, and In
the end condemned to death as a blasphemer. His
own femily was divided over Him—His mother, with
some fears and doubls, clinging to Him, his brothers
refusing to belleve In Him. A Roman judge condemned
Him, but not before his 6wn wife had interceded for
Him; If Roman soldlers nailed Him to the Cross, a
Roman officer bore witness to His righteo : and
It the thiet crucified on one side insulted Jesus, the
thief on the other side belleved In Him. None could

be neuiral, none could disregard Him; then wat a dl-

viglon of the people concerning Jesus,

This controversy would doubtless be lald to rest by
His death, and only fill & footnote in the history of
the Jewish people—Jesus of Nazareth, a local agilator
and herelle, cruciisd under Pontius Pllate, about 23,
Nothing could be more unilikely than that this commo-
tion In a petty province should affect pagan soolety,
and a Galllean prophel arouse the Roman Emplre. The
attitude of Rome to all religions was consistent and
characteristic—a polley of cynical com.eiap_r. and world-
ly opportuniam. As it happened, however, the faith of
Jesun was so virile and assured, so Insistent and ag-
gressive, that It came as a lving torch into soclety,
and set every man on fire as friend or foe.

Once thls man had establlahed Himself In histery
He became a permanent faotor—a disturbing force
never to be evaded, ever to be reckoned with. The
great movement of the Mlddle Ages waé the Crusades,
and there the chivalry of the West flung Itaelf on the
East, for the most romantic end—to récover the tomb
of Jesus from the SBaracen. The Reformation opensd
the modern age, and while many causes fed its
atteuth.l the deepest was the relation of the human
soul to Jesus. No wars have been so flerce or relent-
less’ as the wars of religlon, which have drenched so

many lands In blood, and without Jesus of Numth
they had never been known. As He moves down l.lu
paths of the West. kings afd peoples seize thelr
swords; Jesun confounds politics and commeree: He
lights the firey of persecution and flerce debate; He
makes inguisitors and martyrs; no ruler could make a
plan without counting In Jesus; no treaty could stand
unless it had Jesus' name; no peace conld last & month
unlesy it had His blessing.

It may sesm that In our century we have thrown off
this dominion of Jesus and are able 10 forget Him, but
it iz only an affectation of indifference. Never were
there s0 many lves of Jesus writlen; never so much
attention given to His actual words; never such anxle-
ty to send forth His Gospel. Were a parchment dis-
covered In an Egyptian mound six inches square con-
taining Afty words which ware certalnly spoken by
Jesus, this utterance would count more than all the
books whieh had been published ginee the first century.
If a veritable pleture of the Lord could be Gmearthed

from & catacomb, and the world could sse with ita own
eyes what like He was, It would not matter that Iis
colors were {aded and that it was roughly drawn; that
pleture would have al once a solitary place amid the
treasures of art.




